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 From an aspiring sports star in Pakistan to Imam of the Morgantown Mosque, Sohail 

Chaudhry’s journey has shaped him into a patient, and enthusiastic teacher of Islam.   

Every week, Chaudhry teaches Muslim and Arabic classes at West Virginia University 

and uses his unique insight to educate a diverse group of students, faculty and community 

members in an effort to clarify common American misconceptions of the Muslim culture. 

 “After 9/11…Muslims were being seen as criminals and terrorists, so the Muslim Student 

Association, which I was a part of at the time…decided we need to start some education for the 

campus,” Chaudhry said. 

 But this hasn’t always been Chaudhry’s life work. 

 Chaudhry was raised in Islamabad, Pakistan.  He grew up in an affluent family, one that 

wanted to invest in his education.  They were wealthy enough to send him to a British school in 

the city, but it was cricket that he enjoyed most.  In fact, he dreamed of becoming a professional 

in the sport.   

His family had other plans for him.  While Chaudhry’s brother urged him to follow in his 

footsteps in professional field hockey, it was his mother’s wishes that would ultimately prevail.  

She wanted her son to travel to the United States to achieve a higher education. 

 “I didn’t want to,” Chaudhry said.  “I applied for the visa.  I was praying that they 

wouldn’t give me the visa.  They gave me the visa.” 

 Chaudhry came to WVU to study computer engineering, all the while thinking that as 

soon as he finished, he could return home to continue playing cricket.  Once he arrived, however, 

Chaudhry’s attitude changed as he fell in love with the new culture and the location.   
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 “In Morgantown, it’s a diverse community and people respect that diversity,” he said.  

“And then I was able to play cricket here, too, so I said, ‘Why not?’” 

 He even liked the snow.  “I had seen snow because in Pakistan we were close to the 

Himalayas, but we couldn’t really get close to that area because of the landslides. But here, its 

right there. You’re in it.  It was exciting.” 

 In America, he also embarked on a spiritual journey, a journey that has culminated in his 

dedication to teaching Islam in Morgantown.  

  Chaudhry went through a period of not knowing which path to follow, whether it be 

Islam, Judaism, Christianity or any of the numerous religions. He asked himself questions like, 

“What is my role here [on earth]?” and “Who is God?”  

While he looked for answers, he found help in the community and the very supportive 

Muslim population in Morgantown.  The more religions he delved into, the more questions he 

had about them. Studying Buddhism and Hinduism didn’t seem right to him, as he was not 

convinced in polytheism.  He felt strongly that there could only be one God. 

In studying Christianity and Judaism, he says there were contradictions that made him 

uneasy. 

 “Everyone had their own view of what trinity was, and on every other thing everyone had 

their own view,” he said.  “I’ve always been a very logical person.  I think in logic.  How can 

two contradicting things exist at the same time?” 

 It was in reading the Koran again that Chaudhry began to find the answers he was 

seeking. 

 “It just blew me away because I never actually knew that the Koran was in sync with my 

line of reasoning,” he said. 



 

3 
 

 With his beliefs more focused, Chaudhry could now put all his effort into one religion, 

that being Islam. With a strong Islamic influence in the community of Morgantown, it was easy 

for Chaudhry to become involved and make a difference. He began working in the library of the 

Morgantown Mosque, absorbing all the knowledge he could through its books.  

 Eventually, Chaudhry became the librarian of the Mosque.  During his years here, he 

would read all the books he could.  He then moved to general secretary, to vice-president, and 

finally to Imam.  

 It was his patience and willingness to share these personal experiences with others that 

Mohamed Ali, a nutrition major at WVU, credits key to his effectiveness as a teacher of Islam. 

 “He is very open, and he’s one of the most sincere people I’ve ever met in my entire life,” 

said Ali, who met Chaudhry a year and a half ago when he began frequenting the Morgantown 

Mosque.  “He has an understanding of who his audience is, whether Islam or not.  He gets along 

with all kinds of people from different backgrounds.” 

 Jennice Bonilla, a freshman biology major who regularly attends Chaudhry’s Arabic and 

Islam classes, agrees. 

 “He doesn’t seem to be trying to get you to convert.  He just gives you information,” she 

said.  Bonilla was raised Catholic, but attends the class as a way to better understand another 

culture.   

 Today, Chaudhry is applying these lessons to his daily life.  He could have returned home 

and continued a career in cricket, but instead teaches to the community in his new home of 

Morgantown, WV.   
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 “You don’t counter hatred with hatred,” Chaudhry said.  “You don’t counter ignorance 

with ignorance.  You counter ignorance with education.  You counter hatred with love, with 

good messages [and] with equality for people.” 


